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The following Mission Statement is central to our philosophy on transition..... 
 

We at English Martyrs School believe that the Catholic Faith is central to and permeates 
all aspects of school life.  We aim to achieve this through the teaching of the 
curriculum, prayer and worship. 
 

All members of the staff at St Joseph's, both non-teaching and teaching, should be 
encouraged and supported to develop their talents and skills for their own professional 
development and for the benefit of the school. 
 

Aims 
 
We aim to foster a caring environment where individuals value and respect one 
another.  We should develop effective communication through sensitive talking and 
listening.  We should positively encourage and enable the children to fulfil their own 
potential, building their self-confidence and self-esteem and equipping them with the 
knowledge and skills they will require in later life. 
 

We aim to increase each child's awareness of the need for discipline and ultimately 
develop self-discipline. 
 

We recognise the importance of, and aim to develop a working reciprocal partnership 
between home, school and parish.  We also encourage the children to take an interest 
in and play an active part in the wider community. 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ our Mission at English Martyrs is to provide the opportunity 
for each individual to develop intellectually, morally and spiritually in a happy and 
caring environment. 

 

This philosophy can be supported by the following:- 
Each individual has: 
 

The right to be valued                            The responsibility to value others             
The right to be safe                                The responsibility to  keep others                                   
                                                              safe from harm 
The right to achieve                                The responsibility to allow others 
                                                              to work or achieve  
 
 
 
We adhere to the 2020 Early Adopter framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) and the guiding principles that shape practice within Early Years settings.   
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Basic information and organisation:- Staffing:  
Mrs Stewart : Foundation Stage Lead/SLE/Nursery Teacher   
Miss Connolly: Reception Teacher 
Mrs Exley: HLTA 
Mrs Sanderson: Teaching assistant 
 

Structure  

We offer places for 3 to 5 year olds through our nursery and reception classes. All 
nursery age children are entitled to 15 hours provision as a morning or afternoon 
session. Some children will be entitled to 30 hours of funded provision; this is 
dependent on meeting criteria set out by the government. Please visit 
https://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare to see if you are eligible. The September 
following the child’s fourth birthday, they will attend full day sessions Monday- Friday. 
They are also entitled to a free school meal, a fruit snack and free milk until the term in 
which they turn five.   
 
 

Principles into Practice  
 
Our EYFS Pedagogy 

 
In our setting the practitioners ensure that children are valued as individuals, safe and 

well cared for. 

 

 We aim to provide a happy, fun and challenging environment with Christ at the 
centre of all we do.  

 

We understand that children’s choices and interests are the driving force for building 
knowledge, skills and understanding.  

 

We support children to build positive identities through managing and taking risks, 
having a go, developing resilience and promoting a ‘can do’ attitude.  

 

Through high quality provision, we are laying the foundations for the children 
becoming independent, active, lifelong learners. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aims and objectives  
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The Foundation Stage at English Martyrs Catholic Primary School follows the whole 
school aims and also has the following as specific early years aims and objectives for 
the very youngest children.  

 To create a warm, friendly and co -operative relationship between home and 
school. To build on the foundation laid in the early years at home with the 
family.  

 To provide a secure, stable and caring environment, within which each child can 
grow and mature socially, emotionally, intellectually and physically and so 
develop into people who have respect for themselves, others and their 
environment.  

 To provide opportunity for each child to observe, experiment, investigate, 
discover and consolidate, both independently and cooperatively. 

 To promote children’s communication skills. 

 To encourage children to enter the world of the imagination.  

 To enable children to encounter new experiences with curiosity, enthusiasm and 
confidence.  

 To encourage children to form stable relationships with other children and 
adults and so develop a sense of belonging to the wider school community, 
particularly our church. 
 

Role of the practitioner 
 All staff are responsible for planning and resourcing a stimulating, safe and 

aesthetically pleasing environment, both indoors and outdoors.  

 All staff will support and extend children’s learning through planned, purposeful 
play activities, based on the children’s interests.  

 All staff support and develop the characteristics of effective learning 

 All staff will develop and extend children’s language and communication skills 
through high levels of interaction.  

 All staff will plan challenging learning experiences, based on the individual child, 
informed by observation and assessment; 

 All staff are responsible for observing and evaluating, recording and reporting 
what children learn.  

 All staff aware aware that children develop and learn in different ways and at 
different rates 

 All staff Promote equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice.  
 
 

Learning experiences – the curriculum  
 
 
We plan an exciting and challenging curriculum based on our observation of children’s 
needs, interests, and stages of development across the seven areas of learning to 
enable the children to achieve and exceed the early learning goals.   
  
These three areas are the prime areas:   
  
Communication and Language, Physical Development and Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development  
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Children are also supported through the four specific areas:   
  
Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and  Expressive Arts and Design  
  
The three prime areas reflect the key skills and capacities all children need to develop 
and learn effectively. Children are provided with first-hand experiences in which 
children explore, think creatively and are active. Plans are written using the EYFS 
curriculum, based on a series of topics each of which offers experiences in all seven 
areas. Staff also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of 
development of each child in their care, and use this information to plan a challenging 
and enjoyable experience 

 
 
Principles  

 Effective education requires a relevant curriculum and practitioners who 
understand and are able to implement curriculum requirements. 

 Effective education requires practitioners who understand the rapid physical, 
intellectual, emotional and social development of children in the early years.  

 Practitioners should ensure that all children feel included, secure and valued 
regardless of culture, gender, ethnicity, religion, disability or special 
educational need.  

 Experiences should build on what the child already knows and can do.  

 Parents and practitioners should work together in partnership  

 An effective curriculum should be carefully structured to provide for planned 
experiences and self-initiated activities.  

 Practitioners should use a variety of strategies which include sensitive direct 
teaching which stimulates children’s interest, observation, sensitive 
intervention, modelling and skill support, whilst maximising children’s 
opportunities for autonomous learning.  

 The learning environment should be well planned, both indoors and outdoors, 
to allow children to have rich, stimulating and autonomous experiences.   

 

Planning  

 
Planning takes into account the interests of the individual children and individual’s 
next steps of learning. Plans are written weekly, with ongoing daily tweaking. Daily 
dialogue between practitioners is constant and is highly valuable in planning next 
steps in the children’s learning. Through well planned activities and a pleasing and 
well organised environment which promotes free flow play opportunities, children are 
encouraged to be active, imaginative and creative learners. Confidence, independence 
and positive self-esteem are promoted by staff who actively consider the levels of 
sensitivity, stimulation and autonomy they offer the children in the learning process. 
Staff use a range of teaching strategies including whole class teaching, small group and 
individual work.  

 
 
 
 

Observation and Assessment   
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As part of our daily practice we observe and assess children’s development and 
learning to inform our future plans. Everyone is encouraged to contribute and 
discussions take place. Significant observations of children’s achievements are collated 
in their own personal learning journey on Tapestry. Children’s progress is assessed so 
progress can be effectively tracked on a termly basis. Twice a year, parents are invited 
to attend a parents evening where we will discuss the learning journey of the child.   
  
At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are 
assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are: 
•  On track 
• Not on track 
The profile reflects ongoing observations and discussions with parents and/or carers. 
The results of the profile are then shared with parents and/or carers at the end of the 
academic year.  
 

Outdoor Provision  

 
Part of the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is to ensure all children have the 
opportunities to access outdoor play throughout the whole year. In order to do this it 
is important to children have the appropriate clothing/protection. We encourage 
children to take risks, have a go and get messy!  
 
Spring/Summer  

 Sun hats  

 Clothing that covers sensitive areas i.e. neck, shoulders and backs   

 Sun cream – Parents/carers will be required to send children to school with sun 
cream on. If they need to reapply during the day then the bottle should be 
labelled and the children need to apply the cream by themselves.   

 Water bottles with fresh drinking water  
  
Autumn/Winter During the winter months we will ensure the children have the 
opportunity to experience a range of weather i.e. snow, wind, ice, to do this we need 
to ensure that children have the appropriate clothing, i.e. hats/gloves/warm 
coats/wellies 
 

Safety   
Children’s safety and welfare is paramount. Please see our separate school policies 
and procedures on Health and Safety and Safeguarding and Child Protection for 
further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Admissions and transition 
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English Martyrs Catholic Primary School follows the admissions procedure set out by 
our own admissions policy.  
 
Transitions into Nursery and Reception are carefully planned for and time given to 
ensure continuity of learning. At any transition, we acknowledge the child’s needs and 
establish effective partnerships with those involved with the child and other settings, 
including nurseries and child-minders. Children entering our nursery will receive a 
home visit before starting and are also encouraged to visit the setting. Children attend 
introductory sessions to Reception to develop familiarity with the setting and 
practitioners. They may also receive a home visit and/or a nursery visit prior to 
starting Reception. 
 

Timetables and routines-  

 
Nursery Session times:  

 Nursery AM session 
Start of session: 8.40am 
End of session: 11.40am 

 Nursery PM session 
Start of session: 12.15pm 
End of session: 3.15pm 

 Nursery 30 hours session 
Start of session: 8.40am 
End of session: 2.40pm 
 

 
Reception Session times: 

 Start of session: 8.40am 

 End of session: 3.15pm 

 
 
 

Equal Opportunities and Special Educational Needs  
 
Resources in the Foundation Stage department represent both genders, a range of 
cultures and are accessible to children who may have disabilities. Activities promote 
positive images of the multicultural society in which we live. Staff work hard to 
promote non stereotypical images and role models. All children, regardless of gender, 
ethnicity, culture, religion, ability or disability, are encouraged and supported in order 
that they can access the curriculum in ways that are meaningful and relevant and will 
enable to make appropriate progress. Children who have special educational needs 
are monitored and supported through the whole school policy and the DfEE code of 
practice for identification and assessment of children with SEND.  
 
This sets out:  

 The necessity to address SEND.  

 The need for all children to access abroad and balanced curriculum.  
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 The expectation that children with SEND should, wherever possible, be 
educated alongside their peers.  

 The need for early intervention, with the involvement of outside agencies where 
necessary  

 The need for positive partnerships between Parents, children, school and all 
agencies involved.  

 
The SENDCO for English Martyrs Catholic Primary School is Mrs Ridgeon. 
 

Parental partnership, home and community liaison  
In Foundation stage parents are encouraged to support their child’s learning by 
hearing them read, practicing key words and by helping with a range tasks at home. 
These will be posted on Google Classrooms.   
 
 

Safeguarding  

The Foundation Stage complies with the whole school safeguarding policy.  
 
 

Pupil Premium  
 
The Foundation Stage complies with the whole school pupil premium policy.  
 

 
Policy updated by Sally Stewart (Foundation Stage Lead) 
June 2022 
 


