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Summary of key findings

Overall effectiveness 2
The overall quality of Catholic education provided by the school

Catholic life and mission (p.3)
How faithfully the school responds to the call to live as a Catholic community 1 |
at the service of the Church’s educational mission

Religious education (p.5)

The quality of curriculum religious education 2 ]

Collective worship (p.7)

The quality and range of liturgy and prayer provided by the school 2 ]
The school is fully compliant with the general norms for religious education laid down by the Bishops' v
Conference e T
The school is fully compliant with any additional requirements of the diocesan bishop Yes —
The school has responded to the areas for improvement from the last inspection Fully —

Compliance statement
e The school's religious education programme ensures that 10% or more of the timetable
is dedicated to teaching and learning in the subject.
e The school follows the guidance of the diocesan bishop in its choice of religious

education resource for teaching.
e School leaders have worked hard and effectively to have impact on those areas
identified for improvement at the last inspection.
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What the school does well

The executive headteacher and head of school provide leadership that inspires and
unites all staff in their mission to ‘walk with Jesus' and show all pupils and families the
love, care and support that they need.

The high standard of differentiation, adaptation and adult support ensures all pupils,
especially those with special educational needs, can access high quality learning in
religious education.

Pupils’ exceptional behaviour, enthusiasm and engagement with the mission of the
school: their leadership of actions linked to Catholic social teaching, through various faith
groups, enables them to clearly ‘put God’s love into action'.

The impact of the prayer life of the school: pupils can clearly articulate how the various
ways of praying affects them and positively impacts their life and relationship with God.
The outstanding pastoral care of staff, pupils and families: relationships with all
stakeholders, especially parents, are hugely appreciated and reflect the ethos of
consistently going above and beyond.

What the school needs to improve

To increase opportunities for pupils to engage in spontaneous prayer and guided, silent
reflection.

For teachers to provide pupils with regular opportunities to present their learning in a
variety of ways, developing individuality, initiative and independence.

For pupils to be involved in the formal evaluation of the Catholic life of the school and
help to plan improvements.
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Catholic life and mission

How faithfully the school responds to the call to live as a Catholic community at the service of the
Church’s educational mission.

Catholic life and mission key judgement grade 1

Pupil outcomes
The extent to which pupils contribute to and benefit from the Catholic life 1 —
and mission of the school

Provision 1 ]
The quality of provision for the Catholic life and mission of the school

Leadership

How well leaders and governors promote, monitor and evaluate the provision 1 -

for the Catholic life and mission of the school

The Catholic life and mission at English Martyrs Catholic Primary School is outstanding. Pupils
understand and embrace the distinctive nature of their school. The school strapline of, ‘Walking
with Jesus. God's love in action’ is known, understood and lived in the school. Pupils’ active
participation significantly enhances the Catholic life of the school. All pupils feel valued, loved
and cared for. They speak with great affection about the staff and all feel they have someone
that they can trust and talk to. Pupils embrace and relish opportunities to take a leading role in
responding to the demands of Catholic social teaching. Established pupil groups, such as Mini
Vinnies and Laudato Si allow pupils to be pro-active in supporting both local and global issues.
Pupils can clearly articulate the theology underpinning their actions. They understand their
responsibilities to support charities and relate this very well to Jesus' teachings. Pupils' behaviour,
both during lessons and in non-structured times around school, is exceptional. They have
respect for others and are polite and well-mannered. They demonstrate a deep sense of respect
for other faiths and value the opportunity to learn about other faiths and religions.

The recently revised mission statement has a significant impact on the life of the school. Staff
are fully committed to this and are excellent role models; they show love and care to all in the
school community and consistently bear witness to the school’'s mission and ethos. The school
provides the highest level of pastoral care. There is a concrete, articulated mission to serve
others, especially the most vulnerable and needy. Staff, parents and pupils report a tangible
sense of community where everyone feels welcomed and valued. The school environment
effectively reflects and bears witness to the Catholic character of the school. Displays are of a
high standard and are well-maintained and updated to reflect topics studied and the liturgical
year of the Church. The school has a well-planned chaplaincy programme that provides a range
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of opportunities for pupils. They take on these opportunities with enthusiasm. Through a range
of in-house and Trust-wide initiatives, such as ‘faith formation’ sessions, staff can also access
high quality spiritual and moral development training. The provision of relationships, sex and
health education meets diocesan requirements and pupils are able to articulate their learning in
this subject.

The executive headteacher and head of school provide leadership that inspires and unites all
staff. They are determined and driven in their pursuit to serve the school community in the
mission of the Church. The school actively participates in the services offered by the diocese and
takes a leading role in putting itself at the service of the diocese in a variety of ways. Links with
the parish are very strong. The parish priest is a regular visitor to school and, in addition to
celebrating Mass, helps to develop pupils’ faith, knowledge and understanding through lesson
visits. Pupils understand their link with the parish, and recently served members of the parish
during a parish party. This was greatly appreciated by parishioners and helped to develop pupils’
service of others. Relationships with parents are very strong, and parents speak in glowing terms
about how the school, ‘consistently goes above and beyond’ and ‘always goes the extra mile’ to
support them. Governors are actively involved in the evaluation of the Catholic life of the school
and make regular visits to help them be as informed as possible. Formal evaluation of Catholic
life by pupils though is not currently in place. While the Catholic curriculum is prioritised

throughout school, connections and links between different subjects are currently limited.

Page 4 of 9



q CATH O I_I C SCH OO LS English Martyrs Catholic P\"H“m'ylial 1(:0\
T I N S P ECTO RAT E Catholic Schools Inspectorate Rw;uvrt

Religious education

The quality of curriculum religious education

Religious education key judgement grade 2

Pupil outcomes 1
How well pupils achieve and enjoy their learning in religious education

Provision 5 ]
The quality of teaching, learning, and assessment in religious education

Leadership

How well leaders and governors promote, monitor and evaluate the provision 2 -

for religious education

Pupils are developing secure knowledge, understanding and skills that reflect the learning
required by the Religious Education Directory. All learners, including disadvantaged pupils and
pupils with special educational needs, achieve well, making consistently good progress. During
the inspection, there were numerous examples of work being adapted to meet the needs of
pupils. Pupils’ learning was further enhanced by the high standard of support from teachers and
teaching assistants. Pupils speak with confidence about what they are learning and articulate
their thoughts, knowledge and understanding with a high standard of religious literacy. During
a Year 6 lesson on who was responsible for the death of Jesus, pupils were able to debate and
engage at a high level, considering many different viewpoints and theological ideas. Pupils enjoy
their religious education lessons, showing enthusiasm and passion for their learning. They are
able to work independently but opportunities to take the initiative, and show individuality in their
learning, are currently limited. Behaviour in lessons is outstanding; teaching is engaging and
adults support pupils well to access activities. Pupils have an excellent understanding of how
well they are doing in religious education. The clear assessment and marking policies in place
enable pupils to reflect on their learning and edit and improve work as necessary.

Teachers have a high level of confidence and subject knowledge when teaching religious
education. This ensures that they set high expectations for all pupils. Teachers use questioning
effectively to deepen pupils’ understanding and encourage a high standard of reflection. This is
evident both verbally during lessons and through the marking of pupils’ written work. Planning
is linked to pupils’ assessment and ‘flashbacks’ at the start of each lesson help pupils retain
knowledge and develop understanding. The quality of feedback and celebration of work is good
and this leads to high levels of motivation. Class reward systems are linked to the virtues and
reinforce the school's priority of the moral development of the pupils. Good quality resources,
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including other adults, are used effectively to optimise the learning of pupils. There are currently
limited opportunities for pupils to take the lead in presenting their learning in different ways
though. Teachers give pupils time for reflection during lessons. This was evident in a Year 3
lesson where children were given opportunities to reflect on different visual images to develop
their understanding of Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness.

Leaders and governors ensure that religious education has at least full parity with other
curriculum subjects. The priority given to religious education is clearly evident, and this is shared
by all staff. Professional development opportunities are readily available for staff. This includes
the sharing of strong practice within school as well as training provided by the diocese. The
subject leader for religious education has a high level of expertise, and staff speak
enthusiastically about how she has developed their practice through regular monitoring,
feedback and training. Leaders at all levels ensure that religious education meets the needs of
all pupils. Learning activities are skilfully adapted and taught to enable all pupils to make the
best progress possible. A range of enrichment activities are planned throughout the school year
to enhance pupils’ learning and engagement with religious education. This includes visits from
organisations such as Catholic Care and Leeds Trinity University. Currently, self-evaluation and
action plans do not include specific enough objectives and areas for improvement. This results
in a lack of clarity of the key areas of improvement for the school for leaders, governors and
staff.
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Collective worship
The quality and range of liturgy and prayer provided by the school

Collective worship key judgement grade 2

Pupil outcomes 1
How well pupils participate in and respond to the school’s collective worship

Provision 5 |
The quality of collective worship provided by the school

Leadership

How well leaders and governors promote, monitor and evaluate the provision 2 -

for collective worship

Pupils respond very well to the experiences of prayer and liturgy provided by the school. They
have a strong understanding of the different ways of praying that are part of the Catholic
tradition and a detailed understanding of the liturgical year, and how this is reflected in the
prayer life of the school. Child-led liturgies regularly take place and pupils work well with adults
to deliver reverent prayer experiences. Pupils are beginning to evaluate the quality of the prayer
and liturgy that they have planned and taken part in, but these are mainly based on the
presentation of the sessions rather than their experience of prayer. The level of pupil
independence and planning that pupils take on for child-led liturgies does not currently reflect
the school's policy. Pupils demonstrate high levels of confidence and articulation when
describing the ways in which they pray and the impact this has on their lives. They value the
opportunities to pray in school and reflect intelligently and thoughtfully about how this affects
them. Pupils describe prayer as, ‘Like letting God into the room and allowing Him to give us
guidance’. When explaining why they pray, one pupil commented, ‘We pray to God to have a
stronger bond with Him; He can work miracles in our lives'.

Prayer and liturgy is well-planned and central to the life of the school. The school provides
opportunities for participants to experience a range of ways of praying; this includes communal
singing and meditation. Scripture is used well by staff and pupils with passages carefully selected
to link with the theme of liturgies. In some prayer and liturgy though, the theme is not always
established and maintained for participants to follow and understand. Guided reflections and
opportunities for sustained periods of silence and spontaneous prayer are not consistently in
place across the school. Prayer and liturgy celebrations include a good balance of traditional
Catholic prayers and prayers written to link with the virtues. This includes prayers that the pupils
have written themselves. The school works hard to develop a flourishing partnership with the
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local parish. The parish highly values the relationship it has with the school and the opportunities
to work together. Parents feel included in the prayer life of the school and are regularly invited
to celebrations in school and church. Prayer spaces in school are currently under-developed,
and this is recognised by pupils and leaders as a key area of improvement.

The school's policies on prayer and liturgy prioritise this aspect in the life of the school. There is
a clear strategy for building up skills of participation and leadership as pupils progress
throughout school. However, this does not reflect current practice or the ability of pupils in the
school. Leaders have planned the school calendar and timetable to ensure there are regular
opportunities to celebrate the Eucharist, especially during key times in the liturgical year. The
parish priest offers the Sacrament of Reconciliation in school during both Advent and Lent.
Professional development in prayer and liturgy is very effective. Practice has developed
significantly through regular, personalised monitoring, in-house training, and training provided
by The Bishop Konstant Catholic Academy Trust. This has resulted in reverent, prayerful liturgies
consistently taking place across school and demonstrates the leaders’ commitment to provide
pupils with accessible and relevant acts of prayer and liturgy. Currently, pupils’ views are not
formally gathered to inform the school’s evaluation of prayer and liturgy. Leaders and governors
ensure that time, staffing, budgets and resources are employed effectively for the provision of
prayer and liturgy.
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Full name of school

Information about the school

School unique reference number (URN

School DfE Number (LAESTAB)

)

Full postal address of the school

School phone number

Executive Headteacher

Chair of governors

School Website

Trusteeship

Multi-academy trust or company (if applicable)

Phase

Type of school

Admissions policy

English Martyrs Catholic Primary School
141595

3843311

English Martyrs Catholic Primary School, Dewsbury
Road, Wakefield, WF2 9DD

01924299244

Sarah Spencer

Patrick Ganley

https://www.ems.bkcat.co.uk/

Diocesan

The Bishop Konstant Catholic Academy Trust
Primary

Academy

Non-selective

Age-range of pupils 3-11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Date of last denominational inspection March 2018

Previous denominational inspection grade Good
The inspection team

Christopher Power Lead

Laura Wharton Team
Key to grade judgements

Grade England Wales

1 Outstanding Excellent

2 Good Good

3 Requires improvement Adequate and requires improvement

4 Inadequate Unsatisfactory and in need of urgent improvement
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